Q‘VI'Nf)ICATION ‘

o HEE TE  GA

—
- W -

SCOTLAND:

BEING AN

BN W PR

!

g

_ , O
TFive Pamphlets,
The Titles of which are fet down atter the Preface.

By the Author of the former Vindication ia Anfwer to the
10 Queftions, |

Pfal, 31, v8. Let fhe lying Lips beput to Silence, which [peake grievons thiugs, prowd
\ Yyandcontempiuoufly, againft the Righteons. '

Plal. s5, 3. Theycaft Imiguity IZ:: me, andinwrath they bate me.

Plal, 63. 11. But themoush of them thas [peake Lies fball be flopped,

Gregor. Lib, 18, Moral. Noanunquam pcjus cft masndacium meditari quamlaql‘i s
Nam loqui plerumque precipitationis cft, meditari vero Studiofe pravitaris.

Auguflin, contra Parmen : L. 4. Quifquis vel quod poreft corrigit ; vel qupd non
poreft Corrigere,falvo pacis vinculo excludit ; vel ?‘uod {alyo pacis vinculoexclus
dere nom potel, xzquitate improbat, is pacificus eft.

EDINBURGH,
Printed by George Mo/man, Printer tothe CHUr cH of Seor
dand and Her AssemsBLIES, andaretobe Sold at his Shop
inthe Parliament Clote , _Anno Domins M DC XUI




(= 07) He Wreltlings ot the Church of Scotlandhave
V#4529 been manifold, and of long continuance : Fa-
o cooand Efauhave been long ftrugling in her
see? womb ; many, Changes have gone over her;
&> (ometimes the one Party prevailing, andfome-
Nzad tmes the other: If there were no more at bot-
LHERRUTENY tom of this ftrife then is pretended ; there
~ mightb efeme hopeof Peace: 1f not by Onenefsin Opinion and
praftice, yet by yeilding lo faras Confcience canallow, and mu.
tual forbearance inthat where:n we cannot unite. But the Enmi-
ty between the Seed of the Woman and the Seed of the Serpent,asit

began with-Wo:ld ic felf, foirislike to haveno more early Exiz.
Iam{ure, Lying, Railing, and malicious Reproaches, inftead of
Argumentative Confutations, arenot: conducive to peace. This
Conductcannot convince them thatare otherwife minded, nor
canit render that way Lovely, forthefake of whichitisufed, to
onewhoisinfluencedeither by Religionor Reafon : Butir tend-
ethito render the Caufe thar is {o- managed, Sufpicious; yea to
difparage and Blacken agood Caufe; inthe Eyes of the Soberand
rational parrof Mankind. It is a bad Caufe that muft be fo fup.
ported ;- and a worfe Soul thar will ufe fuch a weapon: Yea, me

of a good temper will nor l'{ten to fuch' Difccurfes, but abio”
them: Nor will they earibus aliquem calummari, as Simonrde®
dpeaketh. Icharh been an old:ftraragem of Satan, to difparag

Truth, ortheright wayesot God ; eicher by mifreprefenting, o

difguifing the Opinions of them who owa thefe; or drawing

{trange and abfucd. Confequences from waatthey hold: Ocim-
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The PREF ACE. i

puting that to them that they never faid northought » Otby raifing.
and venting Calumnies againft the Perfonsand Actions of them
whom they would expofe: Thus did the Heathens againft the
Jews, and againit the Chriftians: For the formes, enoughto -
this purpofe may be feen in Fofeph. comtra Apion. lib 1 2. And.
the Antient Hiftories of the Church are tull of the Larter:. And:
the ‘Apologics of Tersullian, and others, were occafioned by
them, Trwasalfo the way of Papifts againft Proteftants: Yea:
our L ord, inthe dayesofhisflefh, fuffercd the fame; andthevery
footfteps of tilefe Encmies of Truth, do thefe: Authors tread,
withwhom1 have now to do: Aswill appearin our progrefs. It
itis a woefel work formen to imploy their Wit in, and theirtime
about. ‘The Devil hath his Name from this practice;. not only in
Greek, >4 but alfo in the Syriaé N. T. B,ng]“, one that

feedeth on Calumnies. It is {trange that Veracity is become as
much-a{tranger among Proteftants, asamong Jeluits;- Heathens
would be athamed ot fuch Intemperance of the Tongue.as fome
Divinesufe; and that in. Dabates about Religious: things: It is
Unmanly as well'as Unchriftian to tell a Lye, the’ for never fo
gooda Caufe, oronnever fo good adefign: Plutarch: de Liber. —
Educand. Mentiriemm lervileeft : Et.dignum apud ommes Homi-
wes0dio; acvnemediocribus quidem fervis sgnofcendum, 1Is it any
wonder that we hefitate- about fome things related. by Antient
Hiftorians, when fo much-falfe Hiftory. is, with fuch.effronted
Boldnefs, written about the things thatwe all know; and about
which we could be habile Witnefles, and could Swear them to be
Lyes, before a Judge 2 Octhae we can have little perfwafion of
what we Read, cr hear about remote Nations ; When things acted
among outfelvesare fo falfly reprefented 2 Woe to Pofterity, if
the Lying Stories that fome have Printed, and-with bold Impus
denceavouched; pafs wirth them for Authentick Hiftories, Not
only the Writings of Fefu:ts, butthefeof fome difcontented Pre-
Jatifls, areable to turn the fucceeding Agesinto abfolute Sceptis
sifme aboutallthe Tranfactions of former times. ‘
§.2. OurOppofites, inthe Debate that I now manage, have
not only loaded us with reproach, without juft caufc-ginn‘hfql |
| r eit



The PREF ACE.

- heir obloquie and clamours: But they have thewed their averfion
~ fromPeacewith us: And that by methods unbecoming men of
Candor and Integrity; as wellas Lovers of Peace. We are not
ignorant of thie meafures that were the refult of deep confults, both
inthis Nation, and at London, whenopen Spite and Malice was
- motable to effect what they defigned; that thefeveral Parilhes
fhouldaddrefs the King tor their Minifters to be continued with
them ; evenyhileit was c¢vident that many of them regarded not
the Civil Authority of the Nation'now fetled; and others by
their Leudnefs of Converfation made  themf{clves unworthy to
- be in the Holy Function' of the  Miniftry ; and whenthis ac-
temptdid not fucceed, it was concerted at Londoz, and advice a-
boucit writien by Dr.Canariesto Mr. Lesk, tobe communicated
totherelt of the Parcy ; That they fbould yeild fesgned Qbedience to
the Presbyterians at prefént, becaufe theirother Methods could
nottakeat thattime. In purfuanceof this advice, two addrefles
were prepared for the Commsiffion of the General Affembly, in
which aslittle Wit as Candor appeared: It was evident by them,

that the Addre{fers did pot intend . nor defire , to be received
intoa fhare of the Government with Presbyterians, And thefe

Papers werefoill contrived that it was vifib'e to all, that ne blame
couldrefle&t onthe Presbyterians, by refufing to admit themoa
the terms thatthey propofed:. They were not only in the fame
ftrain, bucboth of them inthefame words ;- For their Lcflon was
conncd forthem. One of them: was: offered to the Comm.ffion of
the _Affermbly that was for the Southpart of scotland by Mr. Lex-
ander Lesk. the 17 day of Fuly 16gx. In hisown Name, andof
feveral others inthe Norzb: He was told by the Commil(fion, That
they could not receive nor confider his-Addrefs ; becaufehe, and
they in whofe Name he made application te the CommifTion, lived
inthe North; and thar the Gommiflion had no Power from the
Affembly to meddle with any Affairs in thatpart of.the Coun-
trey ; but thar another Comm/fion was appointed for the Norzia;
to which he mighrapply if he pleafed. Hetook Inftruments in the
€lerks Hand thathe had offered his Paper to the Copmifiion;;

whichwasallowed. The other Addrefs was, at the fame time
pre-




. The PREFACE. |
prefented by Me. Welliam Denune and Mr. Thomas Weod : whick:
was received, and Read : Of which I here give you atrue and exa&
«“ Copy. TFothe Reverend the Miniftersand Eldersby Law im-
« powered'to Eftablith the Judicatories of the Church of Sce*Jand,
“ The humble Petition of the Minifters of the Epifcopal Perfwafi-
“ on, fheweth: Thatwhereas Epifcopacy is by Law abolifhed in
“ this Kingdom, We, who have in the moft dangerous times,
“ manifefted our Zzal again{t Popery, are now ready togive all
“ theallurancestharare, or'canbe, by Law, required ofus; of
“ our Averfion to Popery : of our firmnefs tothe Proteftant Re-
“ ligion: AndofQur Duty and Fidelity to their Majefties, King:
- Williamand Queen Mary. Weare farther readic and willing, in.
“ QOur refpective Charges and Stations.to do every thing thatisin-
“ cumbentonus, as Minifters of: the Gofpel,, foradvancing the-
“ nower of Religion, for theteprefling of Scandaland Vice,
“ and for fecureing the peace and quiet of their Majefties
“ Government: and to Act in Church Judicatoriesfor.carrying
“ onofthefe ends, withour any regard to the differences of per-
“ fwafioninmatters thatare notfundamental We dotherefore
“““humbly and earneftly defire, ‘thatin order tothefeends, we
“ may be fuffered to Act as Presbyrers, in the Church, inour
% feveral Stations and precindis. Sic fubcribitur, David Urqubars:
“ Minifterat Clackmannan, William Denune Minilterat Peut-
“ caitiand, Keneth Mckenzie Minfter at Fearne: T, Wood Mini-
“ fterat Dumbar; Ad: Peacock Minifterat Morbotle: M, Hol-
“ qwel! Minifter at Polworth, Febm Swintoun Minifterat Cran--
“ [baws.T. BEdward Minilter at Tyninghars, Rob: Smuth Mini-
“ fterar Lengformagus, Jo. Brour Minilter at Elin:, George
“ Dumbar Minifter at Hadmgtoun, Mr. Alex. lreland Minis
‘“ fter ar , Mr. Fames Foreman Minifter at Hadingtoun,
“ Ber. Makenzie Miniftcr ot the Golpel,now at 7ranent. P

§. 3. The prefefirers of this Petion refufed o fatislic the Com-
miffion about fome things in their Petition, which feemed to bear
adubious Senfe ;5 alledging that they had no warrant to explain
any thing for fuch as had fentthem: And whenthey were asked
whetherthey would explain any thing init, forthemfelves; their

L]
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The PREDACLE:

anfwer was that they could not explain any thing {or thems-
felves, becaufe it was a joynt Intereft, and they would At nothing
withou: the reft - Afcer the Deliberation of a tew dayes, the Com-
mifficn gave the following anfwer to their Petition, Edmburgh,
Fuly, 22 169135 Which was read to them by the Clerk, and they
defirirg to have an extra&t of it, the Clerk was appointed to giveit.
A true and exa® Copy of it, followeth “The Commuflion for
“ WVifitation, {8¢. Having confidered the Petition prefented to
* the m by Mr. T hoanas Woed and Mc. W illiam Denune {igned by
* them and other twelve Minifters, who call themfelves of zke
“ Epifcopal per[wafion, do findthatfomeofthele Petitionersare
“ depofed, andfomefufpended: both of them for grofs Immorali-
“ ties: Othersof themarein procefs referred by the General Af-
¢* fembly to this Commiffion: Andfome declared contumacious
‘“ by the Presbyteries of the bounds where they have their refi-
“ dence; and fome without the bounds committed to thein-
“ {pc&ion of this Commiflion: They do alfofind, thatnotonly
*“ thefe Petitioners do not look on this Commifiion asa Judicatory
*“ of this Church; but alfo do miftake their work, by afcribing to
¢ them, apower ro eftablifh the Judicaterics of this Church,
« which is not committed to them by the Aflembly: and
““ tho’” the Commiffionbe fatisfied, to hear of their zeal againft
“ Popery, and fidelity to their Majefties: Yet they find, that
« feing the Petitioners have notoflered to ownand fubferibe the
“ Confeffion of Faith, which by Law is madethe Standard of the
“ Doctrine of this Church; they have no fecurity againft other
¢ errours ; nor do they ofier tofubmitto, norconcur with, the
* prefent eftablifhed Government of this Church, according tothe
““inftructions of the General Affembly; much lefs ro acknow-
“ ledge it, as is required by his Majefties Gracious Letter; and
“ whereas, in the Petitor§ parr, the Petitioners feem to defire an
: * allowance forfetting up a Government feparate from, and inde-
““ pendent upon that which is eftablithed by Law ; and have re-
“ fufed / when defired by the Commiffion) to explain cither for
< ‘their Conftituents, or forthemfelves, this, orany other expref-

 "®fion, thax fegmed dark and doubcful to the Commiffion, de.
' “ claring



The PREFACE. .
“ ‘claring alfo exprefly, that they had na furcherto fay than what
“ was contained in their Perition, and that they could do nothing
“ feparately by themfelves, withouttheir Conflitvents  There-
“ fore, upon thefe grounds, the Commuffion cannot grant this pe-
“ -tition as it ftands # termmes: However willing they be to re-
“ ceive fuch ot them as perfonally compearing, fhall be found
“ duely qualified, aceording te the inftructions of the Affembly,
* and his Majefties gracious Letter. It is to be noted that Mr.
Ireland isdepofed (they .indeed pretended, that his name was
blotted out, asfoon as they knewfo much ; but it was thewed them
that not his Subfcription, but thename ot the place where he had
~ ‘been Minifter, wasblottedout) Mr.Vrgubart wasdeclared con-
tumacious by the Presbytery: Mr, Peacock was fulpended Mr,
W ood is under procefs before the Commifiion: Mr. Kenneth Me-
kenzise liveth in the North, and fo is norunder the infpection of
this Commifiion.
" §.4.Itis maniteft from their petition that they Act as a party com.-
bined againft the Church as now fettled by Law: Seing they fpeake
of a joynt intere(t, out of which none of them would fo much as
anlwer any.queftion that was put to them ; 2lfo becaufe this is own-
ed as; petition of the Epifcopal Clergy, not of fome of them;which
ftateth them as one¢ party, and the Presbyterian Church as another.,
It may be alfo rationally inferred fromit, thatthey could not ex-
pet that the Commifiion could receive them, onthe terms that -
they propofe, for they do not offer Satistaltion toany one ofthe
conditions required by the Affembly, of fuchas we fthouldadmit
torule the Church with us; we could not conclude their Orthodoxy
from their being oppofiie to Popery, for{oare Socsmians, Arms-
nians, Pelagians. dutinomians, Quakers, @c Nor had we ground
o believe that they would be Faithiulto the Gevernment of the
Church; but had reafontothink the'tontrary; becaufe they take
to themfelves the defignationof being of the Epifcopal per fwafiom;
which can beare no other fenfe, than thateither they think Fpilce-
pacy to be of Divine Right, or at leaft chatitis the beft Govern-
ment of the Church,and neareft to what is injoyned in theScripture;
faz they who are for the indiffsrency of the Species ofthe Chuéoh
| @~
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Government are not Epifcopal more than they are Presbyterian:
Now fuch cannot give fecurity that they will endeavour to preferve
Presbyterian Government: For it were to act againft the Lighe
. oftheirown mind ; and he who promifeth foto 2¢t, deferveth no
~eredit. . This is” yet more convincing, if we confider, thatthey
muft mean, thatthey arefor Epifcopacy as it was lately in Seoz-
dind: Now what that is, is nét eafieto knew: For they hadno
Canons by which it might be circumfcribed. and foit wasa Beund-
_]cfk and Atbitrary Power. And in the A&t of Parliament1662.
By which it was Setled, it wasreftored To@// the accultomed Fr:-
- Wiledges and Jurifdillions ; Whichis as much Power as the Laws
had cver given them: And it Impowereth them to manage the
. Aflairs of the Church with A4dvice of fuch of the Clergy as they
Jball fiud to be of known Loyailty and Prudence; And that in
therr Admniffrations they are to be accountable tothe King: Itis
further evident, that Presbytery could not be fafe upder their ma-
‘nagement; {eing they will own no Church Fower inthe Com-
miflion ; butlook on themas a company of Minifiers and Elders
‘Who derive their Power frem the Law: Alfo becaufe théy look
on the Judicatories of this Churchas whatistobefetled ; and thar
they arethe Creatures of the State, by looking on this Commif-
fion, as the Delegates of the State. It is furcherto be obferved,
‘That while they fpeak of Securing the I eace of Their Majeflics
Government ; They have no hintor any defign to fecure the Go-
verament of the Church'; cither as toits Peace, or astoits Safery.
They tell usalfo of their Defign to actin Church Judicarories ; bue
whether they mean the Judicatories wherein Parity of Minifters
isobferved, or thefe wherein Epifcopal Power over-toppeth that
of the Presbyters, we can neither know from their words, nor will
they inform us what is their meaning. They tell us o their put-
pole T o aiZ in thefe Fudicatories without any regardtotlediffe-
reuces of Perfwafion in things that are not fundamental We
are here again leftin the dark what things they will regard n their
Management of the Affairs of the Church: For itis a Controver-
1y amopg Divines, what points of Truth are fundamental, ‘and

whatmot; Some inour dayes have reduced fundamental points
AT, a T e o
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to avery narrow compafs: Men of Latitude have fo widened
Hecavens Gates, that even Heathens whoknow not Chrift.'may
enterin: And how far thefe Petitioners Principles may ftretch, in
judging whatis, and whatis not fundamental, we muft notknow s
for they will explain none of their words. But we think that many
Traths of the Gofpel are to be regarded by them who are Guides of
Mens Coniciences, and who ate to cenfure Men for Etrours, as
well as forimmoral practices; about which we will not ftifly con-
tend with them who do not think fit to call them Fundamentals.
Again they may know, that thercare fome things Fundamental to
Salvation: Orhers that are Qnly fo with refpect ro the Gevernment
of the Church; Thatis, without which the ‘Governmeut fetled
in any Church cannot ftand. Tknow no Chaurch; whetherruled by
Parity of Presbyters, or otherwife, but they have refpect to thefes
“and refufe to commit the Ruling of the Church to them'who have
no regard cevatmehings as arc neceffary to the ftanding of her Go-
- vernment: If we would rightly manage the Government of the
Church, wemauftnotregardthe formeronely; butalfo the Tatter.
We arc not to admit to a {hare of Presbyterian Goverament, fuch as
tho’theybefound in the Faith, will Vose againft the Parjry ot
Power in the Minifters of ‘Gofpel: Nor who will ~‘be'“iorf!::tting
Bifhops over us again ; morwho will not fecure us againft endea.
vouring the overturning, tho’itwereby degrees, whatis now, by
the Mercy of God, eftablithed among vs. One remartk more I
make on their Pctition; whichis ; ‘that they defire To be fufferea to
Act as Presbyters m thiz Church m their feveral Stations and
Precintls. Itisnotonly ambiguoufly worded, but they refufed
to tell us what theymeantbyit, “Forit maybeunderftood either
that they thould concur with us in our Judicatories: whichthey
cannot o for thereafons above adduced; orthatthey might Act
in meetings by themfelves, and without dependence on the Govern-
ment of the Churchnow eftablithedby Law (" asin many places
rhey do pradife, without leave asked or given / this is amoft ab-
furd defite: For itis, thar Presbyterian Goverament being now
eftablithed by Law, asitwasbefore countenanced by the Gofpel;
the Presbyterians themielves fhould aliow a contrary way to befet

up,
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oo, in oppofition toit ; and lor perpetuating a Schifmin this Na-
3;31 Cohlzich ;- and that Presbyteir)ianP:{houl?:lg; by this means, put
themiclves out of! Capacity to purge the Church from Erroncous,
Scandaloeus, and infufficient Miniftcrs.  If they have a third mean-
ing. that they might be allowed to exercife their Miniftery within
theirown Parifhes ; their Petitionis wholly impertinent: For that
is already granted them, and none of them is hindered from this,
except futh as the Church findeth to' be Infufficient, Erroncous,
Scandalous, orfupinely Negligent: It they plead fora toleration
to fuch, neither Reafon nor Religion will allow the granting of fuch
arequeft. All this confidered, let all the world judge whether
thefe men defign peace and union with the Church, on Rational
Giounds.- - S |

-§. 5. While we have made fuch: rational propofsls for Burying,
~former differences ; and yet they can neither fatisfy nor quicra
Spiteful and Clamorousfort of Men ; We mult defend our felves,
~aswellaswe can, againft Reproaches; andas we have (inthis
matter ) agood Confcience towards God s fo we muft vindicate
ourway before Men, . This Vindication hath been long expect-
ed: Thecaufe why it comethout folate, isnot, thatmuchtime
wastaken tomake itaccurate, eitherastotheStile, orother ma-
nagmentofit; neitherthe Authors capacity, nor inclination nor
the fubjedl matter, do admir of thar, it was wiitten feZmante
- €alamo; tho’1hope, notany material: efcapes will befound inic;
- much lefs was it from the difficulty of the Work : Neitherdeep
thinking, normuch Reading, wasneedfulto anfwerthe Realons
brought againft us ; The Argumentative partof thefe Pamphlets
is of very fmall bulk, as well as ot little Strength. - But the
tiuc Caufes of this delay were. 1.1t was at firft committed to ano-
ther hand, who, after many moneths, returned the Papers tO be
Anfwered withoutany reply tothem, next,. the Perfon on whom
itwas laid ; and who now hath done it , was fent a long Journey, a-
hpu:: the Affairs of the Church:fo that it was four manths before he:
could doany thingrowardir. 3.He hathfo much neceflairy Work
toattend, andchatdailv, thacveryfcldom he could get an hour

&0r this Bufinefs ;. which he looked on as a m=pa+ in refpeét of
* ax what
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what was his daily imployment. = 4. Informations from many
corners of the Narion about martters of fact, cortained in the
Pamphletsthat I Anfwer, were to be expected, and they came
in very flowly ; many of them after this Work was almoft finifh-
ed: For whichblanksbehovedto be leftin feveral -placesof the
Book ; andfome ot them not cometothisday. But the Reader
muft judge of the veracity and candor of fome of the things charg-
ed on us by what he may obferve inthe reft of them. |

§. 6. I'havetreated the Adverfaries I deal with as Brethren(de-
{iring rather to exceed, then come fhortin Civility, and fair deal=
ing with them)tho” they ufe us as Enemies; 1 hope,calling things by
their true Names, will not be reckoned inconfiftent with that mo-
deration and calmnefs that becometh a Difpurant. I haye called no~
thing Lies nor Calumnies, nor Spite, but what is manifeftly fuch ;
and is made appeat to be fuch: If any tharpnefs of ftile be ufed. how
coulditbe fhunned: Even the Difciples of Zeno would forget
their Apathie, whenlathed with fuch virulent pens; as my Ad-
verfaries ufe ; but I hope thereis nothing inthe firain of this-
writeing, thatis beyond the bounds of the Apoftlesinjun&ion;
Tit. 1. 13 ofreproving fharply, ivys «z«ropns isargue the cafe;
cuttingly : Asthe ftrength of Argument thould wound d bad caufe’
{foa Petulantand Effronted Adverfary is not to behandled with' -
that foftnéfs of ttile, thatis fit for fuch asare more modeft, The’
trath of matters of fact afferted in this Treatife, is notito be'
taken from me; bur from them who aremy Informers: Fewof
them Ipretend to perfonal knowledge of, therefore not my vera«
city is pledged for them, burthat ot others: IfI have here afferted
any thing that Icannot bring ctedible Wittnefles for, let mebe-
blamed : Butif they have deceived, or been deceived (whichl ™
hope fhall not be found) F amnot to anfwerforthat. Neitherdo-
I'build onhearfay, or commontalk; whichisthebeft Foundation-
of many of the Affertions of my Adverfaries: But for many
things Fname the withefles of what Faffirm:Infome of them 1 bring-
the Teftimonies of them who had fworn thefe things before a
Judge ; and where the names of Witnefles are for Breyitics fake;
- cmitted, irisinmattersof lefler moment; and lufficient Teflimo--
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ny {ball begiven of thefe things, when it fhall berequired. T hope
the Reader will find by this Examinarion of the Railing Accufati-

‘ons brought againft us, thar the Church of Scotland hath given no
|uﬁ caufe ot Clamour to her Enemies, norof dilike to our Rulers,

diring the time in which our Obfervers do fix blame upon us:which
isto the end of the General” Affembly. 169o0. Whatthe King and

- Parliament, and Council) and betore them, the Convention

of Eftates) did thar hath difpleafed this Party that I deal with,

- Thave alfo Vindicated fromunjufticeand oppreffion, and breach

of promife, thar this pretended Loyal Party charge them with. For
what was Acted by the injured and enraged Rable,wlio intheirown
Perfons, orin their Relations, hadfuffered intolerable and Barba-
rous fevereties from thefemen ;. I am{iarfromapproving, or ex-

- cufing » ~ Only Iaffirmthat many of thethingsthey are charged

with, areLiesand Calumnies: Others of them Trurhsfo difguif-
ed, as none can ownthem fortruths, Ialfofhew thatthe Actings
ot the Rable - werenotto be compared, in Cruelty, and Savage
Barbarity , -with what they fuffered from that Party whom

-they attempted’ torid themfelves of, whenthey got opportunity.

And what wasdone by the Epifcopal party, was done under colour

of Law, or connived at by theminPower ; and was at the infliga-

tion of Church -men: Whatwas don¢ by the Rable was their deed:
alone » Neither Rulers nor Minifters, northe fobererfortof the
Pcople, did cithier approveir, orwas partakerin their Deeds.

§, 7. ¥lmve, inaformer paper, pleaded for the Presbyterian
Church of Scotland,againft an Adverfary much ofthefameTemper
with thefe T now deal with 5, whofe ten queftions. and anfwers to
them, Fhave examined ; ¥ now examine five other Pamphlets: The
firft two werc injoyned meto anfwer; ‘the reft, being of the fame
ftrain, and coming to handwhile Fwas bufie with thefe, andfome
Petfons of the beft quality forrank; and for Religion,. defireing it of
me, Fthought fit to givemy help (fuchasitis) to this labouring

- Church, in oppofing all thefe efforts of enrased Malice: It truth,

and the ordinances of God, bethereby Vindicated; and weaker
ones helped roftand again(t che thock ofimpudent Galumnies ;and

" ifany who gave too ready an earto mifreprefentations of cur At-

{airs,
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fairs, be better informed, I have my defign. When I firft read.
and confidered thefe Pamphlers, heopedfuch-a work would be need--
lefs ; foramong our felves, moft of their Affertions arekno.wntob_e

Lies;yeafome of their own party have regrated thatfuchLies fhonld
be {pread; andit was hoped thar {trangers would not fuffer them-

felves to be impofed upon by fuch vile ftories,while the Propagators
of them had not the wit to perfonate Hiftorians, butdid openly vent:
fuch fpite and inveterate Malicg, as the'condiment of what they fet,
betore the Readers, that might ruine all pretences they could make
to Veracity, with them who wifely confider what they hear or read.
But we fee the world is fo ftated, thar filent innocency

may foon be run down by bold Calumnies: And therefore:
this Vindication was, onafter thoughts, judged tobs needful. E
do not pretend to vindicate Presbyterians fromallblame: Iknow
they are {ubject to like paflions asother men; they.are Sinners and
have need of a Saviour: And their publick Actings, as well as.
perfonal Converfation, are fhortof perfection.  Thereare many
_ things among us that may be mended, orbetterdone. . Andwe:
are endcavouring to bring things into better order, and denot think:
that thus itmuft be, becaufe thusit hath been. ‘Yerweare not

afraid ro compare our Church order witi that which our Oppofites.
— arefo fond of : Nor that they can charge us with fuch mifmanage-

ments as we can charge them with; oras caninferany notable

derriment to the great defign of the Gofpel, andadvancing of

Trythand Holinefs.  Tmeet, inthefe Papers with Variety of pur-

pofes, and frequent Coincidencies: To have enlarged in difcourfe:
upon all thele fubjetts would have fwelled this work.unduely,

Wherefore I behoved, in many places. togive thort anfwersand.
s % wugeds; which yet may be underfteod by an awtentiye
Reader: Efpecially ifhe compare the paflages rhat isreplyed o

{ which I could not alwayes tully Tranfcribe ) with.what is faid in:
anfwerto jt. Itany thing be not touched, itiseither not material
or is before met with, oritis {o plainly falfe and abfurd, thatevery

one may fee ir, Ihave not willingly overlookt any thing that™
might reflect any blamge on the caufe that I plead for.

: A
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